
Summer Camps at the Oakes Museum 
 

We are excited to welcome elementary, middle, and high school students  
to the Oakes Museum for day camps during summer 2021.  

Scholarships are available, contact oakesmuseum@messiah.edu for more information. 
 

 
 

3rd-5th grades 
June 14-18: Survive It! Curators Club Day Camp  
9 a.m. to noon at the Oakes Museum, $100* 
Dig deep into how animals survive a challenging world.  Topics will include Build It (habitats), Sense It (vision, smell, and hearing), 
Move It (locomotion), Eat It (digestion), and Beat It (color and camouflage). We’ll use both the museum collection and the Messiah 
University campus to explore survival. 
 

July 19-23: Calling All Collectors! Curators Club Day Camp  
9 a.m. to noon at the Oakes Museum, $100* 
Go behind the scenes to investigate the Oakes Museum’s collections of eggs, insects, artifacts, and more!  
 

6th-8th grades 
July 5-9: Ecology CC2 Day Camp  
9 a.m. to noon at the Oakes Museum, $100* 
The world is complex! Learn about the interactions between different life forms and their environments with hands on observations 
and experiments in the museum and the living laboratory of campus. 
 

*Before camp care will be available for the above three camps from 8-9:00 a.m. Games, puzzles, crafts will be provided with staff 
oversight. The cost for before camp care is an additional $25/week.  
 

8th-12th grades 
Our high school day camps offer students entering 8th-12th grades a unique opportunity to learn in the field and 
lab.  Qualified museum staff will lead each session, and college professors and professionals will offer their expertise as 
guest speakers. A bag lunch is included, which will be eaten outside (weather permitting) 

June 21-25: Aquatic Biology/Herpetology High School Day Camp 
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., $335  
Learn how to examine aquatic communities that can be found in both stream and pond ecosystems.  Sample and examine 

macroinvertebrates, fish, amphibians and reptiles common to southcentral Pennsylvania. Camp includes a frog dissection.  
 

June 28-30: Entomology High School Day Camp (3 days)  
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., $200 
Learn about collecting terrestrial insects in the field, preparing insects for permanent preservation and display, sampling techniques 
used by aquatic biologists and how ecologists assess water quality.  
 

July 12-14: Animal Anatomy High School Day Camp (3 days) 
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., $250 
Learn dissecting skills and use them to gain an overview of animal anatomy by comparing the organ systems and specializations of a 
variety of representative vertebrates.  Students will dissect a frog, shark and fetal pig, and labs will involve blood-typing, microscopy, 

tissue examination, chemical aspects of digestion, along with a variety of other hands-on activities.  
 

Space is limited, so register early at https://www.messiah.edu/oakes 

Camper safety is our highest priority. In accordance with current CDC and Messiah University guidelines, masking and physical 
distancing will be required. Messiah University reserves the right to cancel camp if necessary in order to comply with local, state, 

and federal guidelines and recommendations. 
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